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The Context
As the multilingual lead for the Secondary PGCE my aim is to inspire our trainee teachers to create inclusive classrooms. I am also a member of the equity in outcomes group and our outcomes on the PGCE Secondary programmes appear to reflect research differentials between white/Asian (-5.2%) and Black students (-10%). The school is situated in North Manchester with 29.60% of pupils having FSM and 30% are from a disadvantaged background. The school approached us as they have approximately 50% African/African heritage students but 100% white staff. They sought to embed a week long project to enhance their belonging and mattering work with a cross curricular identity based theme.
Key Statistics
50% of black children feel that their teacher's perception of them are the biggest barrier to their academic outcomes. (Young and Black, 2020)
95% of respondents in a Black British Voice project feel that the National Curriculum does not represent Black experiences and lives
2% less than 2% of respondents feel that educational institutions take racism seriously
Black British Voices Project | Report 2023
What we did
We had a two week enrichment period as part of the programme and I recruited students interested in primary schools and race/identity/belonging. We had trainee teacher representatives across all subject areas. We met and modelled some ideas to them, as some were more apprehensive about targeting the teaching at the right level for primary children. The uptake for the project was interesting, as the majority of the participants were either of Asian heritage or were black. We had a timetable of teaching with all year groups, providing them with experience of teaching Early Years to Year Six. The students focussed on curricular approaches which emphasised promoting belonging and mattering and also raising confidence in representing ones own identity. We had a video diary room where children could talk about their heritage and traditions, most importantly in a safe space.
Image description: Children sitting around a yellow table holding up self-portrait drawings they have created. The classroom setting shows educational materials and displays on the walls in the background.

